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A month ago the EFCLIN 
community met in Prague 
for the 44th EFCLIN 
Congress and Exhibition. I 
admit I was very excited 
when I got to Prague, as it 
was it my second event with 
EFCLIN. Now I can look 
back to a successful 
congress and exhibition 
with fond memories.  
 
The weather in Prague was 
quite cloudy and rainy for a 
few days but it had no 
influence on our 
atmosphere. St. Peter again 
wanted us to stay together, 
the bar was open all night 
and the social program was 
fully booked. The golfers 
decided to stay on the 
green even though it was 

 Good bye Prague 

“Another great congress”; “a fantastic location”, “what a great 
atmosphere” – such comments were addressed to the EFCLIN office 
over the last weeks since all delegates returned from Prague. The 
Board of EFCLIN and the EFCLIN Secretariat are pleased to 
announce yet another resounding success in the form of the Annual 
Congress & Exhibition at the Corinthia Hotel in Prague, Czech 
Republic. 

 

When it comes to congress destinations there are few that can 
match Prague for the breadth of the cultural experience on offer. 
However, such was the interest in the 2017 EFCLIN lecture program 
alongside what is now regarded as the industry leading trade show, 
it’s no surprise some delegates were running out of time to combine 
business with pleasure! 

With more than 300 participants from 33 countries, last year’s record 
was matched again. Our exhibitors also reported a vast amount of 
business being generated. With a congress theme of “Reaching for 
the Stars” the EFCLIN Congress hoped to capture some of the 
modern and historical connection Prague has with trade and 
commerce – most delegates reported that the objective had been 
well and truly achieved. 
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only 3°C outside, the 
delegates followed the 
lectures and the exhibitors 
were as always grateful to 
talk to all those in the 
exhibition hall. 
Accompanying partners had 
a wonderful experience with 
the tour to the magnificent 
historical buildings as well 
as manufacturing their own 
glass plate at the Manto 
Galery. 
 
The Manufacturers’ Forum 
was conducted in a new 
workshop style set up. 
Under the guidance of Erik 
Smidt, the visitors had 
some lively discussions in 
their small groups with  lots 
of questions to keep them 
going.  
The Contact Lens Forum on 
Friday and the IOL Forum 
on Saturday were equally 
very well attended. 
Sponsored by Contamac, a 
new offer this year was the 
Business Session, which 
was also well attended. 
Brad Waldron drew some 
wonderful reviews about his 
enthusiastic and down to 
earth presenting style. 
 
Special thanks for the 
success of the event this 
year must go to all our 
exhibitors and sponsors. 
Once again the Board 
and I could not stress 
enough what an 
important part of the 
EFCLIN mix these people 
are. Thank you all! We 

 

The Contact Lens Lecture program featured important offerings from 
Kyriakos Tsilavis, Dr. Lynette Johns, Helga Seiler, Dr. Andreas Berke 
and Eef van der Worp to mention just a few names from the high 
quality line up of speakers. Likewise, delegates from the ocular 
surgery side of the industry were not left disappointed where a 
bespoke program of lectures lead by Prof. Dr. Gerd U. Auffarth and 
Prof. Dr. Paul Rolf Preussner meant that the organizers had to go 
looking for more chairs to accommodate the extra demand! 

 

The trade exhibition at the EFCLIN Congress has always been well 
attended and this year a total of 27 exhibitors crammed into every 
sq. cm. of available space. So the message is very clear, if you want 
to exhibit at the most prominent trade show in the industry, get your 
request in early! Some images from the event can be found here. 

Somebody famous once wrote about the effects of “all work and no 
play” and fortunately the organizers of the EFCLIN Congress are 
familiar with the sentiment. Thanks to our sponsors Bausch + Lomb 
and Global Contact, all participants were treated to an evening of 
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could not have done it 
without all of you! 
 
Our destination for 2018 
will be Dubrovnik in Croatia. 
There will be more 
communication over the 
coming weeks and months 
but in the meantime I hope 
you have enjoyed the event 
in Prague and I hope that 
you will make time to visit 
Dubrovnik next year. The 
26th – 28th April are the 
dates for your calendar. 
Don’t’ miss it! 
 
Cordially 
 

 
Marion Beeler, 
Executive Director 
EFCLIN 
 
 
 
Thanks to our Platinum 
sponsors 
 

 
  

 
 
 
Thanks to our Gold 
sponsors 
 

 

 
 

Czech food and local beers in the lovely baroque style Brevnov 
Monastery on Thursday evening. Find images here. 

Saturday evening saw the climax of the event marked with the 
Congress Dinner in the Corinthia Hotel. The tables were set for 146 
places and all seats were taken. Executive Director, Marion Beeler, 
welcomed the EFCLIN community. After an excellent meal, EFCLIN 
President Armin Duddek mentioned in his speech how pleased he 
and the EFCLIN Board were to welcome 4 new EFCLIN members this 
year. All were warmly welcomed by the assembled members and 
invited guests. 

With arrangements already well advanced for the 2018 event, the 
EFCLIN President and Board urge all those interested in attending to 
make a note in their diaries for the 45th EFCLIN Congress & 
Exhibition which will take place from the 26th – 28th April 
2018 in Dubrovnik, Croatia. Further details will be featured in the 
“Congress” section of the EFCLIN website over the coming weeks 
and months. 

What about The Golf?  
Once again we are grateful to Contour Technodiamant for their 
continued sponsorship. The tournament was attended well and the 
golfers had lots of fun despite the cold and rainy weather. 
Congratulations to Christopher Ferguson from Medmont for winning 
the tournament. His trophy was given to a colleague at the congress 
dinner as he was unable to attend. 
 
Unforgettable -  The Congress Dinner 
 

 
                                                                                                                photo by Silke Sage 

 
Every year the climax of the EFCLIN Congress & Exhibition is the 
Congress Dinner. Taking place on Saturday 29th April it promises to 
round off our event in style with good food, wine and entertainment. 
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Welcome our Silver 
sponsor 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Thanks to our Bronze 
sponsors 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Saxophonist and DJ Vláda Drtina entertained us with music for all 
generations. President Armin Duddek thanked all sponsors and 
visitors for making this event happen. He expressed his sincere 
wishes to see everyone again at the 45th EFCLIN congress and 
Exhibition in Dubrovnik. 
Bye bye Prague – Hello Dubrovnik! 
 

EFCLIN Awards - and the Winner is… 

EFCLIN Laureate Award 2017 for John McGregor 

For the fourth time in its history, EFCLIN granted a Laureate Award in 
2017. Nominated by his son Rob, John McGregor from Contamac 
became the fourth EFCLIN Laureate. This is the highest accolade that 
EFCLIN can bestow. It is reserved for those who, in the opinion of the 
EFCLIN Board have made an outstanding and long term contribution 
to the good of EFCLIN. 

 

From left to right: Marion Beeler, John McGregor, Armin Duddek (photo by Silke Sage) 

Rob nominated John for his 30 year dedication and commitment to 
the industry, taking Contamac from the new entrant to the market 
leader in the materials sector. Being led by John McGregor, 
Contamac became a double Queens Award winner in 2012 for Export 
and then in 2016 for Innovation. The company was recognised as 
one of the top 1000 SME companies in the UK to inspire Britain in 
2012. John also now works as Renter Warden at the Spectacles 
Makers Livery company, a charity in the City of London, investing his 
time back into an industry that has served him so well. Finally, he is 
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Thanks to our other 
sponsors 
 

 
 

an accomplished leader who has a relentless passion for the 
industry, the company and his people. 

 
EFCLIN Award 2017 

Finn Kristensen and Allan Sejersen from Con-Lens ApS were 
nominated for an EFCLIN Award 2017 by Kevin Taylor from No7 
Contact Lenses. This award is made to those who, in the opinion of 
the EFCLIN Board have made an outstanding commercial or 
technical contribution to the Contact Lens or IOL industry. 

 

From left to right: Marion Beeler, Finn Kristensen, Allan Sejersen, Armin Duddek (photo by Silke 

Sage) 

 

Welcome our new members 

The EFCLIN AGM in Prague warmly welcomed some new members 
such as OPHTECS Corporation, Japan and its representative Keigo 
Kambe, BOS Belgian Optical Supply, Belgium and its representative 
Nicky Soubry, Acuity Polymers Inc. USA and its representative 
Jonathan Jacobson and IOL Expert GmbH & Co KG, Germany and its 
representative Claus Engelbrecht. 

Following the congress and exhibition, VSY Biyoteknoloji ve Ilaç 
Sanayi A.S., Turkey and its representative Ercan Varlibas also joined 
as members.  
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New Board members on Board 

 
From left to right: Peter Vermeulen, Hannes Pfund, Marion Beeler, Martina Halsall, Tanja 

Malkus, Armind Duddek, Michele Cornely (photo by Silke Sage) 

At the AGM in Prague two new Board members were elected while 
two others stepped down as their terms came to an end. The entire 
room expressed their gratitude to Mireille Nauwelaert from 
Fabrilens, Belgium. She served 6 years a finance controller and a 
further six years as a board member where she was appointed 
Treasurer. Many thanks too to Martijn van der Linden, NKL 
Contactlenzen, Netherlands, who served as Secretary for six years 
as well. The AGM thanked both with a warm applause and a gift. 

The two new Board members candidates, Martina Halsall, ODC 
Medical, France and Dr. Johannes (Hannes) Pfund, Optocraft GmbH, 
Germany were both unanimously elected. Martina will represent 
EFCLIN in Euromcontact RAFG and will concentrate on quality 
management.  

The President and fellow board members look forward to a fruitful 
working relationship with the new colleagues.  
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